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D. D., LL. I>. New York, G. P. Putham & Co., 1853.

In the history of Spanish adventure in the New
World the first diatiuct notice we find of Peru oc-
curs about the year 1511. When Vasoo Nunez de
Balboa, the discoverer of the Southern Sou, was

weighing some gold which he had collected from
the natives, a young barbarian chieftain, who
was present, struck the scales with his fist, and,
scattering the glittering metal around the apart-1
rnent, exclaimed: u If this is what you prize so
much that you are willing to leave your distant
homes and risk even life itself for it, I can tell you
of a laud where they eat and drink out of golden
vessels, and gold is as cheap as iron is with you."
Npt long after this startling intelligence, as wo read
in the elegant pages of Prescott, Balboa achieved
the formidable adventure of scaling the mountain
rampart of the isthmus which divides the two mighty
oceans from each other, when, armed with sword
and buckler, he rushed into the waters of the Pacific
and cried out, in the true chivalrous vein of the
times, that ho claimed this unknown sea. with all
that it contained, for the King of Castile, and that
he would make good theclaim against all, Christian
or Infidel, who dared to gainsay it. Little did the
bold cavalier, adds the lristorian, comprehend the
full import of his maguificcnt vaunt, taking in as it
did all the broad continent and sunny isles washed
by the waters of the Southern Ocean.

It was on this spot that Balboa received more ex-

plicit tidings of the Peruvian empire and the state
of its civilization. But, though he steered his ca¬

ravel for the golden realms, it was reserved for
Francisco Pizarro to effect the actual discovery and
conquest of Peru. The story of that conquest, with
itfc deeds of dosperate adventure, its toils, its suffer-
iag, and its carnage, is known to every reader .from
the familiar work of the distinguished historian al¬
ready named. The government, the religion, and
the civilization of the Inuss are also treated on at
considerable length in Mr. Prescott'B admirable volumes;
but the present work is justly represented by its learned
translator as containing much that did not fall within the
design of the historian, and which has hitherto remained
not generally accessible in our language. The work be¬
fore us also possesses an additional interest in the eyes
of Dr. Hawks, from the fact that it is, in part at least,
the production of a native Peruvian of Spanish origin,
Who, it is believed, has had no native predecessor in any
similar work but Garcilasso de la Vega, who published
the first part of his " Commentaries" in 1609, and finish¬
ed them in 1616. We have then here the last aocount of
Peru by a native at a date as late as 1850, and a more

particular description of its most ancient architectural
remains than is to be found elsewhere. In' this last re¬

spect the researches of Senor Rivcro seem adapted to
fulfil the wish long ago expressed by Humboldt in his
" Vues des Cordilleres".that some " learned traveller
would visit the borders of Lake Titicaca, the district of
Callao, and the high plains of Tiahuanaco, the theatre of
the ancieut American civilization."
The New World which Columbus gave to Castile and

Xeon is not without its antiquities, but they seem to stand
alone, and despite all the attempts of our archioologistB
they avail but little in furnishing us the materials by
which to bridge across the " dark gulf that still sepa¬
rates the Old World from the New." The remnants and
memorials of the aboriginal dynasties that once ruled su¬

preme on either continent of the New World ; the civili¬
zation of the Aztecs in Mexico and of the Incas in Peru,
seem like so many isolated facts that refuse to be co-or¬

dinated with the antiquities of any anterior nation or race ;
they resemble the boulders drifted by some unknown
force in regions where we can neither account for their
existence nor trace their origin. The whole subject is in¬
volved in a mist that seems utterly impenetrable, and defies
discovery while it allures curiosity. But to most minds
we imagine the study of American antiquities is rendered
distasteful by this very isolation in which they stand ;
for what is it that invests the antiquities of Egypt or of
Nineveh, of Greece or of Rome with that interest which
is known to attach to them in the minds not only of the
scholar but of the general reader ? J.» it not the asso¬

ciations in which it stands with the present that gives to
the past its highest attraction ! The wisdom of the Egyp¬
tians, the literature and art of elder Greece and Rome,
all form subjects of most interesting research because of
the relations which they sustain to modern times. But
the civilization of the aboriginal races of America seems

to be a fragmentary and abnormal development in the
realm of universal history. We cannot deduce its origin,
nor have its results been transmitted to modify in any
appreciable degree the civilization of suocceding times.
And though there are net wanting those who, upon the
slightest induction of these fragmentary facts in American
antiquities, proceed to build ingenious theories with a

"frightful degree of certainty," as Fontenelle expresses
it, yet we have little hope that the obscurity which enve¬

lopes the aboriginal settlement and occupation of the
American continent will ever be satisfactorily cleared up
by all the researches of the antiquaries or the investiga¬
tions of the ethnologists. Thcugh it be true, as our au¬

thors assert, that Babylon, Egypt, Greece, and Rome are

not the only empires' which serve as food to a generous
imagination; though a shipwrecked civilization lies stretch¬
ed at our feet; though our footsteps are disturbing an

archaeological mine no less rich and opulent than our

most celebrated mines of silver or of gold, yet we fear it
is too much to hope that this " dust, which palpitated,
lived, felt, thought in olden times," can ever be again
" galvanized into life by study and artistic enthusiasm."
The civilization of the American nations has died and
made no sign. .

When the Spaniards first trod the shores of the New
World they supposed it-to be inhabited by savages only;
but as they advanced in the work of discovery and con¬

quest they found that, among the tribes which they sought
to subjugate, a few at least had made certain advances
in cultivation and in works of art. The question hence
very naturally arises whether this civilization was wholly
indigenous, or whether it bad been transplanted in part
from the Old World? Was it the spontaneous develop¬
ment of a people left to the free exercise of their own

distinctive genius, controlled only by the nature and cir¬
cumstances of their position, or was it a modified form of
some earlier oivilization that had deserted its ancient
haunts to find an asylum in the unbroken forests of the
New World ? Without pretending on the present occa¬

sion to assign the reasons for inclining to either alterna¬
tive thus suggested, we may venture to express it as our

decided oonviction that the American antiquarians have
been too much disposed to imitate the line of argument
followed by the earlier ethnographers and philologists.
They have supposed that the civilization which onco ex¬
isted on the table lands of Mexico or on the shores of
I'eru must needs have been a derived civilization, trans¬
planted in the Western continent by some migration of
the oriental nations. This may indeed be true, but yet
it seems to ua that they have not sufficiently allowed for
the spontaneous growth of a new civilization that might
have possibly sprung up in this New World. The hypo¬
thesis of a Hebrew, a Phoenician, a Chinese, and an Kast
Indian origin for the various settlers in different parts of
the Amerioan -continent* have each their respective ad¬
vocates and defenders, insomuch that the inquirer after
truth finds himself darkened by such a hurtling conflict
of opinions and traditions that ho abandons in despair
the path of criticism only to lose himself in the mazes of
conjecture. But we are detaining our readers too long
from a nearer view of the work beforo us, and of whose
contents we intend to offer them a passing glimpse.

It appears from the different conformation of Peruvian
crania among themselves, and from their comparison
with other Amerioan crania, that three distinct races in¬
habited Peru before the foundation of the kingdom of the

* flf*"In0ft8. According to geograpiiic&i distribution, the race

designated by the name of the Ghinchas occupied the
coast between the wilds* of Tumbes and the desert of Ata-
catna. The second race, or the Aymaraes, as they are
oulled by M. D'Orbiguy, inhabited the vast Peru-Bolivian
elevations which rise 12,(MX) feet above the level of the
eea. The third race, known as the Iluanc&s, dwelt in
the territory comprehended between tho Cordilleras *ud
the Andes, and between the degrees of nine and fourteen
of south latitude. The race of the Aymaraes was the
root of the Incas or Peruvian emperors, and from this
race proceeded the modifying influences which finally
ended by absorbing the adjacent tribes and nations. The
origin of the Peruvian Empire is involved in a darkness
more dense thau the " twilight of fable." According to
the popular myth of Peru, the barbarism of the ancieut
races inhabiting the continent was dissipated by the sun,
that great light of the heavens which was regarded as

the parent of mankind. The sun, touched with pity at

the degraded and lost condition of men, sent, bo says the
legend, two of his children, Manco Capao and Mama Oello
Iluaco, to gather the natives into communities and teach
them the arts of civiliied life. They were directed to
bear with them a golden wedge, and to select, as the ap¬
pointed seat of their destined empire, the spot where this
golden wedge should sink without eflort into the ground.
Cuzco being found to be tho spot designated in accord¬
ance with this preconcerted token, the children ol the
sun here took up thoir abode and taught the natives tho
arts of husbandry and the mysteries of weaving and spin¬
ning. Such is the simple story narrated by Garcilasso
da la Vega, who boasted himself a descendant of these
same Incus under whose auspices the oivilization of I eru
attained its measure of perfection.
The annals of Peru have never yet been sifted like those

of elder Rome by a Niebuhr. Who was this Mauco
Capao of the Peruvian legends? What was the state of
Peruvian culture before hiB advent T What was the origin
of this antecedent culture ? Was it a successive, progres¬
sive manifestation of the' mind of the aboriginal nations,
or rather transplanted from another soil ? These are

questions which remain to be answered.
The most eminent period of the dynasty of the Iucas

is the reign of Iluayna-Capac, who died seven years be¬
fore the arrival of the Spaniards, after having governed
half a century. The population of the empire numbered
at this period eleven million inhabitants. The authority
of the Peruvian monarchs or Incas was absolute. They
united in their single persons the legislative and execu¬

tive powers, the supreme command in war, absolute
sovereignty in peace, and the sacerdotul functions of a

venerated priesthood. The Government is termed by
Senor Rivero "a theocratical autocracy," a species of
mixed government to which the history of the world pre¬
sents no parallel in its perfect consolidation of power.
It is an instructive fact that in the administrative organi¬
sation of his Government the Inca pursued a line of
policy similar to that which is advocated at the present
day by certain European publicists, who clamor loudly
for the " right of labor" and the equal distribution of
property. If socialism found its full and rotund devel¬
opment under the institutions of these autocratic rulers,
swaying at will an ignorant and degraded populace, whose
equulity consisted only in an equality of barbarism, we

may judge to what results a similar policy would conduct
the nations of Europe.
The Incas were fond of conquest, and their zeal for the

annexation of contiguous territories seems to have been
almost as highly raised as that of our own modern Demo¬
cracy, though they certainly evinced much more discre¬
tion in thoir schemes of territorial aggrandizement than
is discoverable in the policy of their successors in this
line; for the Peruvian monarch did not think it prudent
to annex a subject nation to his dominions until he had
first sent among them his amautas, or wise men, to in¬
struct the people in the Quicha tongue, in the institutes
of the Peruvian religion, and in the theory of the Govern¬
ment beneath whose practical workings they were to be
ultimately brought. We hope our modern annexationists
will learn at least a lesson of wisdom from tho practice of
these aggressive princeB, for thus only it was that they
were enabled to amalgamate bo intimately such different
nations, and to form of them a whole so compaet that
history, according to Senor Rivero, has no record of any
Government that can at all be compared to that of the
Incas in this respect.
We have not time to enter into any disquisitions re-

specting the American languages in general or the
Quicha dialect in particular, though under both of these
heads the reader will find much instructive matter in the
work under notice. The ancient Peruviana had two
kinds of writing : ud«, ho I o«rt*inly the more ancient,
consisted in a species of hieroglyphic characters; the
other in knots made on threads of divers colors. Tliese
knotted threads were called quipput. This latter method
of writing (if it deserves the name) was not original in
Peru, or at least peculiar to this country, since in various
parts of Central Asia and China it was tho custom from
a very remote period to reBort to these knotted threads, as

well as in Mexice and Canada. The Peruvian quippus
are of twisted wool, and consist of a string or large cord
as the base of the document, and of threads more or less
fine, which are fastened to it by knots.
As to the intellectual character of the ancient Peru¬

vians, under a scientific aspect, we learn that of all the
branches which compose abstract philosophy, the only
one which was cultivated was the moral duties arising
from religious belief. And in this department they raised
none of the thorny metaphysical questions which indi¬
cate acuteness and inquisitiveness of intellect. Their
knowledge seems to have been confined to the scanty and
confused ideas supplied to them by the priesthood. Their
jurisprudence was also exceedingly meager, and the sim¬
plicity of their code required few commentaries. Medi¬
cal art among the Peruvians was a 14 quackery without
any nosological or therapeutic system," according to our
authors. Of mathematics the amauta* knew almost no¬

thing; and wo are at a loss to know how they invented
their excellent system of numeration, without having skill
enough to make a better use of it.
The religion of a nation is always a sure index of its

civilization. "Give me the idea which exists of God
among a nation, (says Descartes,) and I will give you
their strength.". The worship of the San, introduced by
the Incas, superseded an anterior worship which, how¬
ever grossly disfigured by puerile superstition*, still at¬
tained to the conception of a Supremo Being, and to a

system of belief containing vestiges of the dogmas of the
fall of man and of the redemption. Upon examining the
religious system introduced by tho Incas, says Seflor
Rivero, we do not find in it one of thoso profoundly me¬

taphysical and sublime ideas which are so prominent
among the Asiatic religions, and which the polytheistic
worship also reveals, to us. Tho base of their religion
was *he private interest of the royal family, whose au¬

thority was by this means rendered more firm and il¬
limitable than that of the most powerful autocrat of the
East. The Sun was the supreme deity, whom the nation
revered by erecting sumptuous temples, wherein they
offered most costly sacrifices. They believed in the im¬
mortality of the soul, and in the doctrine of future re¬

wards and punishments. There were virgins dedicated
to the Sun, considered as wives of the god, and who lived
in convents, without the slightest connexion with the
outer world, not even with their parents. Not even tho
Peruvian Emperor, moreover, might invade the sanctity
and seclusion of these cloisters, tho occupants of which
employed their time in spinning and weaving the royal
robes of the Incas. Baptism was general among all the
Peruvian nations west of tho Andes, and in some pro-
vinces took place two or three weeks after the birth. The
rite of "confirmation" was also administered when tho
child attained the ago of puberty. Penance was an es-
tablished institute of the old Peruvian religion, and the
people made confession of their sins to the priests before
the celebration of their principal feasts.
The remaining chapters of this work contain » treatise

on 'the state of the arts among the ancient Peruvians
and a description of their ancient monuments. We quote
the following concluding paragraph of the volume :
" We have described, under its different aspects, the

nation perhaps the most refined in tho New Worl3, and
certainly the most distinguished in character, tho most
surprising in oustoms and records, the mo9t attractive to

an imaginative temperament, on account of the medium
in which it is, as It were, enveloped.ft medium misty,
and on which the dawn is just breaking, showing the effect
of the struggle between the opening light of emulation
tuiii the darkness of ignorance. If liberty, the idol ot our
fathers, waa almost unknown to the vanBala ot the Incai*
it is also certain that there reigued among them a.most an

equality, a spirit of fraternity, ft sincere love for their
sovereigns, bound to their subjects by innumerable mi'

reciprocal benefits, which formed the basis of peace and
ooncord and tho link between the monarch and the na¬
tion. If our forefathers, In the country which we adore,
were found unable to rival refined Europe in the splendorof science, tho luxurious display of the arts, and superior
tactics in war, we must nevertheless acknowledge that as
little were they found infested with the leprosy of pau¬
perism, the corroding ulcer of prostitution, with the man}
evils which desolate trausatlautic countries. Religion,
policy, agriculture formed a whole in those regions,whose
inhabitants fell in hecatombs under the ever-reeking swordof insatiable avarice and implacable fanaticism. The po*
lioy of the Incas had solved many problems which still
engage the attention of the most vigorous European in¬
tellects."

ITEMS.

About $1,000 in ten-pound notes on the IJejnK of Bri¬
tish North America, at St. John, (N. B.) was stolen in
that place two or three days since. The notes are num¬
bered from 1,601 to 1,588, inclusive.

Catharine Dawton, a young girl of sixteen, was knock¬
ed down and killed by an express team furiously driven
in New York on Thursday. She was making preparationfor attending the Thanksgiviug ball at Tammany llall.
The rush for marriage certificates at Boston the three

days before Thanksgiving was without precedent. Love
burns as the weather cools.
On the 18th a Mrs. Sinclair whipped her little daugh¬

ter, a child of twelve years, to death at Chicago.
Grent consternation was produced in the Catholic

Church at Elmira, (N. Y.) on Sunday evening, by the
combustion of a quantity of burning fluid which had been
spilled on the floor. The fire was extinguished by throw¬
ing ladies' shawls upon the flames.
On *he 14th instant a brick building which was in pro¬

cess of erection at Chicago fell to the ground with a tre-
mendous crash on account of the breaking of an iron co-
lurnn. Four men were severely injured, and one is sup¬
posed to have been buried in the ruins.
On Friday Mrs. Fetman, living at Boston, having occa¬

sion to leave her room for a few moments, locked her
door, leaving her two sons, aged respectively three and a
half years nnd one year, in the room. She returned to
find the bed in flames and her ahildren both dead.
A waggish member of the Rhode Island Legislature

plumes himself upon tho " wiso legislation" *hich, he
says, has settled the liquor question in that State by a

compromise to which both sides have agreed, viz :
^

The
temperance men have got the Maine law, which lsall
they want, and everybody else has plenty of rum, which
is all they want."
At Chelsea, a few mornings since, Mrs. Geo. W. Bur-

rill left her little son, five years of age, sitting by tho
stove in his night clothes. In a short time afterwards she
was attracted by his cries, and on running to his assist¬
ance found him completely enveloped in flakes, Ll8
clothes having caught fire from an outward puff oi the
'flames.

Death from the Use or Pabeooric..On Wednesdaylast an infant child of Thomas J. Hamilton, aged but
eleven days, was quite fretty, and the domestic, to etui it,
gave what the mother thought was five drops of paregoric.
The child soon fell asleep, and shortly after went into a
fit. A doctor was called, but could not arouse the child,
and it died..Button Traveller.

The Roman Catholic Bithop of Buffalo has addressed a
letter to the Trustees of St. Louis Church, Buffalo, threat¬
ening them with excommunication if they persist
refusal to put the church property under his control. I be
Bishop exhorts them to desist from their opposition, and
by a generous effort " ensure a lasting peace for them¬
selves, their children, and their children s children. The
Bishop promises then to appoint seven upright .ea
their congregation to administer the property, and once
or twice a year give an exact account of the receipts and
expenditures."
A letter from Vienna of the 5th instant, in the New

Prussian Gazette of Berlin, says: "It is worthy of re¬
mark that several Turkish and Wnllachian merchants
have arrived here to pay their debts. This is a case
which several times occurred during the wars of Turkeywith a European Power. Turks have been seen to come
and pay their debts at the risk of their lives in crossing
through the enemy's camp. Examples of this kind hate
been known at Peeth, at Vienna, and at Trieste.'
Judge Dougherty, of Georgia, died suddenly at Athens

on the 26th instant.
A deaf mute, named Daniel Taylor, was killed on the

Philadelphia and Trenton railroad, near Bridesburg, ou

Saturday morning.
A small boat, containing a number of persons, was

capsized by the towboftt Thomas Rcaney, on fcaturday
afternoon, opposite Race street, Philadelphia, and s>ix or

eight of th* passengers drowned.
The propeller Independence, Capt. John McKay, left

her dock at the head of Portage river on the evening of
the 21st instant, with a heavy freight of winter supp.ies
for Ontonagon and Lapointe, and a large number of pas¬
sengers. When ab<?ut a mile out her boiler burst, tear¬
ing the boat to atoms, killing four persons, and badly
scalding and injuring several passengers. The cargo is
a total loss.

Ilibbard Wright and Otis Field, of Montague, were
killed by the traia of the Massachusetts and \ ermont
railroad on the 22d instant. They were sleeping on the
track at the time of the accidcut. Wright s head was
severed from his body.
A man some time ago assaulted in Berwick, Maine,

was removed over the line to his residence in New Hamp¬
shire; where he has since died. Judge Howard, of Maine,
has charged the grand jury of York county that the mur¬
derer cannot be indicted at common or statute law where
the deadly wound was inflicted in one State and the man
died in another.

Three men were drowned in the Delaware river on

Saturday by the sinking of a small boat.
l)r. E. A. Anderson, of Wilmington, (N. C.) relates in

Dr. Hay's journal twelve marked eases of lead poisoning,
produced, without a question, from drinking the water
carried to a certain mill site through 2,000 feet of lead
pipe The disease, besides tbo other characteristics, pre¬
sented, in each instance, the blue line around the gums
and teeth, and the lead was satisfactorily detected by
chemical test in the water.

A monster tunnel is now in course of construction near
Cincinnati, Ohio, on the route of what iscalled the Short
Line Railroad. The tunnel proper will be 8,004 feet in

length, or with its approaches, which are to be arcned,
10,011 feet. It will be 29 feet wide and 23 high.
A bear was shot on Thanksgiving day, in a wood in

New Jersey, by several sportsmen on a huuting excursion.

Dr. Lookk, of Cincinnati, has invented a hand level.
It is a pocket instrument not larger than one's finger,
and in use is held up to the eye like a pistol, and is look¬
ed'through as a small telescope. It is said to be accu¬
rate, of simple construction, and not easily put out of
repair.
Anothkr Comet was discovered from Newark (N. J.)

on Friday evening by Mr. Robert Nam Arspai.e, in the
constellation of Casniopea, which is nearly in the zenith;
its approximate declination and right ascension at 6
o'clock 50 min. mean time was north dec. 00 deg. 1-
min . right ascen. 2 hours 5 min. It came to the merid¬
ian at 9 o'clock 48 min. decl. GO dec.; right ascen. 2 hours
7 min. It is of a small, round, bright appearance, with
au exceedingly rapid motion in a direction apparently op¬
posite to that of the sun. It is not apparent to the naked
eyo.

Vt Cincinnati, en Friday morning, about one o'clock,
the stable of the Peach Orchard Coal Company was set on

fire, and sixteen valuable horses consumed. At two
o'clock, immediately after, fire was discovered in the pat¬
tern shop of D. A. Powell's extensive stone finishing shop,
on Butler street, which, with its valuable contents of ma¬
chine patterns and work, were entirely consumed. Loss to
Mr. Powell at least *75,000, besides $20,000 insured.
SKKTEHrito roR Nisett-ninr Years..The case of the

State vs. John Flannery, alias John Davis and Anthony
Flannery, alias Anthony Davis, was determined in the
Criminal Court at St. Louis on the 19th instant. I hey
were indicted for stabbing and killing a man in a drunken
row on the night of the 7th July last. John Flannery,
the cldost of the brothers, was declared guilty ot murder
in the second degree, and was sentenced to ninety-nine
years' imprisonment in the State penitentiary. The other
defendant was acquitted.
Stbamkr Volant Buret..The steamer \ olant, running

between Vicksburg au l Yazoo City, took fire in the ^ azoo
river, near Blake's plantation, on Wednesday afternoon,
and was totally consumed. The cause of the fire is sup¬
posed to have been tho explosion of a demijohn ot cam-
phine over the boiler deck, the fluid coming in contact
with the. furnaces. The mail dispatched for Louisville
on tho 7th and 8th instant for Salartia and \ aioo < ity, ant
letters from Cincinnati of tho Oth and ilb, together with
the mail from Vicksburg to Yazoo City and the inter¬
vening point*, was on board, and was totally destroyed.

WASHINGTON.
"Liberty anil Uuioii, now md forever, one and

lunepai able."
. THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1,1868.

THE FISHERY TREATY.

In the subjoined communication an esteemed
friend take* exception to the satisfaction which we

indicated -yesterday on copying the reported settle¬
ment by trcaly of our Fishery difficulty with Eng¬
land. Our correspondent does us no more than
justice in ascribing our pleasure to the simple fact
of an adjustment rather than to the particular terms
of it. These, we confess, we hardly thought of,
knowing that, besides the fishery right, they in¬
volved questions of navigation and commercial equi¬
valents with which we profess not to be very fami¬
liar, and in arranging which wc had no apprehen¬
sion that we should be great losers in a negotiation
conducted by an able Secretary of State, American
in his feelings, and with that salutary iense of
Buncombe which he probably does not more en¬

tirely discard than other public men. It was, there¬
fore, we repeat, not from any satisfaction with the
particular stipulations of the reported treaty that
our pleasure sprang, but simply from the fact of
the adjustment of a national difficulty, persuaded
as we jure that it is a good thing to settle a long¬
standing and possibly threatening dispute, whether
between nations, families, or individuals, without
too miserly a regard to equivalents, so there be ge¬
neral fairness and mutual concession.

"Wednesday Morning, November 30.
Messrs. Editors : In your issue of this morning

you give an extract from the Washington corre¬
spondent of the Baltimore Sun which states that a

treaty has been agreed upon by Mr. Marcy on the
subject of the fisheries and rceipnjcity, which youdesignate as " good news, if true." In calling this
" good news" I presume you merely considered it
in the light of an amicable settlement of a trouble¬
some and vexed question, and that you had no re¬
ference to the terms of Mie supposed treaty as stated
by the letter-writer; for the country generally, I
think, will consider it any thing but " good news,"if for the mere privilege of fishing on the coasts of
the British Provinces the Government has given
to British colonial vessels the right of American
registry, and to the British flag generally a full
participation in our coasting trade. It would indeed
be a one-sided bargain, and an exchange of goldagainst copper. It is impossible tbat a person of
the talents and information of Mr. Marcy has
been guilty of such consummate folly, or, if such
an incredible concession as this has been made byhim for such a consideration, that the Senate will
ever ratify a treaty of that nature.

It is hardly possible to over estimate, under ex¬

isting circumstances, the value of such a boon to a
commercial nation like Great Britain, and for
which there is nothing in her power to give us in
return, in the way of commercial advantages and
privileges, which she ought not, and which doubt¬
less she would not have given in exchange; and if it
is really true that we have, in making this bargainwith her, given her that privilege, with nothing but
the fisheries in return, it is an act of the grossestdiplomatic fatuity of which the United States have
ever been guilty, and it becomes still more incredi¬
ble if, in addition, we have agreed to admit British
colonial vessels to American registry, a concession
sccond in point of importance only to the coastingtrade.
The announcement was of so startling a nature

that I have made inquiry on the subject, which iu-
duces me to believe that tho writer in question has
been led astray by unreliable information on the
subject, and that no such terms have been or will
be accedcd to by cur Government. A propositionfor the settlement of the fishery question and a re¬
ciprocal trale with the British Provinces, it is un¬
derstood, has been submitted to the British Govern¬
ment, without, it is presumed, embracing the sub¬
jects of the coasting trade and the registry. Be
thii2 fts it may, however, these two latter points arc
of Bueli vital consequence to the United States that
I propose at an early date to submit some remarks
on them in your columns, if you can allow the
space therefor, and in the mean time hope public
attention may be called to the subject, in case there
should be the least idea of surrendering such pri¬
vileges to our great commercial rival. A.

Massachusetts! Election..The second trial
f<>r the election of Representatives to the Legi.sla-
turo of Massachusetts, on Monday last, has estab¬
lished beyond doubt the Whig supremacy in that
State for the next year. Lowell elects 10 Whigs,
Lawrence 3, and many other towns where there
was before no choice, now elect Whigs.

The Boston Atlas says that these final elections
have proved a complete Waterloo rout to the Coali¬
tion : " This disreputable combination had been
1 irretrievably beaten and scattered to the winds. It
'cau never reunite upon any thing like its former
' corrupt aud corrupting basis. It has not elected
< a third of the House of Representatives, and will
' not have more than one-fourth of the Senate."

OREGON.
Our Oregon advices nre to the 20th of October, The

papers complain that the Territory produces little and
imports a great deal, even of those articles in which Ore¬
gon might produce in abundance.
The Spectator says that there is an " increasing scarci¬

ty of money throughout Oregon," aud viows the state of
business, caused by small production and large imports,
with no little distrust. *

The treaty with the Rogue River Indians has been pub¬
lished. After the formation of tho treaty some of the
whites, who disliked the treaty and desired the extermi-
nation of the red men, fired upon the Indians.
The cost of the Rogue River war was about two lmn-

dred And fifty thousand dollars.

From the Sandwich Islands our advices are to the Pth
October ultimo. A calm seems to hare followed the Min-
isterial storm. The new Government was moving on

quietly. Tho question of annexation to the United
States still engages general attention. The small-pox had
not ceased its ravages.

IJy the way of the Sandwich Islands we have later
news from Tahiti, Society Islands. Tbe natives in the
neighborhood of Reiatea were engaged in civil war under
two hostile chiefs.

Turkic Thousand Dom.abs roit a Cow!.Col. Thome,
of Washington IIollow, Dutchess county, New \ork, late¬
ly imported a valuable Durham hull, and other stock, bythe steamer Herman, which were selected, without regard
to cost, of the beat to be found in England. The hull is
stated to have cost five thousand dollars. By tlic Wash¬
ington on her last trip he received a cow of the same
breed as the bull, for which wo are told he paid three
thousand dollars, besides expense of her passage. 'J his
is probably the highest priced cow ever imported. She
was accompanied by a two months' old cult, which cost
seven hundred and fifty dollars; also, a lot of South
Dowu sheep of superior quality.
WiLUs's Health Trip to the Tropic* \n one of the most

agreoable, being one of the most natural, of his many in¬
genious volumes.. His fine tact at description is here ap¬
plied to new scenery and incidents. The tacility with
which be combines apparently far-fetched illustration
with familiar and precise acquaintanceship to the render
of the tropic In haud is one of tbe most noticeable traits
of tho book. No material is too raw «r barren not to be
subdued and cultivated at once by Willis's fino ea^y Kng-
lish and subtle processes of association. There is much
acute observation in tbe pictures of New Orleans, with a
novel view of travels ia Kentucky..L'terary World.

CALIFORNIA NEWS.

The hmt mail from California brings San Fran¬
cisco papers of the 1st November. The following
summary of news is extracted from the Sun Fran¬
cisco llurald of the latest date :
The milling intelligence from all tactions of the State

is very encouragiug. Mining water companies have ra¬

pidly increased iu all quarters ; millions of dollars have
been invested in these works, and the water is conveyed
through the mines in every direction. A convention of
the companies has been recently held, and memorials are
now in circulation praying Cougress for certain privileges
not at present enjoyed. Instances of individual suecess
are as numerous as at any previous period. On one part
of the San Joaquin claims are paying from $5 to $170
per day. Wages are good, and laborers in demand at
$75 per month aud found. At Park's Bar on the Yuba
claims are paying as much, aud in some instances more,
than formerly. One quartz mining company, in Grass
Valley.took out in ten hours, from seventeen tons of
rock, $1,699. In one day the sum of $10,000 was taken
from the Union claim on Feather river, near Bidwell's
Bar. New and productive diggings had been discovered
near Sears's Diggings, by a green hand from San Francis¬
co. A company of five men have recently taken out be¬
tween $15,000 and $20,000 on the South Fork of Scott
river, in the extreme northern part of the State. At Lake
Valley, near the eastern line of the State, new diggingsh^ve been discovered.
The Sonora Filibustering Expedition has attracted

considerable attention. A portion of the party, about
seventy, started on the niglit of the 10th on the barqueCaroline. One hundred and eighty others were after¬
wards taken out to lier by a steam tug-boat. Nothing has
been heard of them since they left. On the 21st tho
steamer 6'. IS. Wheeler, previously engaged in the rive*
trade, left tho harbor to be employed, it ia said, in the
coasting trade of tho Sandwich Islands. Another report
said that sho was to take part in the filibustering expe¬dition. Ou the 27th the steamer Uoliah took 100 passen¬
gers, an unusually large number, for Los Angeles, and it
is reported that these were a portion of the party. It is
expected that the expedition will be a complete failure,
and the people generally have but little sympathy with it.
The Indian war in the north, although terminated, ia

still the subject of comment, several outrages by the
whites having been committed, in violation of the treaty.
The United States troops remain in the neighborhood.
The new State hospital at Stockton has been completed.
The question of another removal of the State capitalfrom Benicia to Sacramento is attracting attention.
The immigration into this State and Oregon still con¬

tinues, although it may be said to have nearly euded.
There has been some suffering from scarcity of provisions.
The immigrants found the Indiana very troublesome aud
dangerous.
Two steamboats were blown up on the river between

San Francisco and Stockton, en the same night, accom¬

panied with the loss of several lives.the American Eagle
aud the Stockton. The accidents arc attributed to imper¬
fections iu the boilers. Col. Hay, Surveyor General,
Lieut. Beale, Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Major Ca-
perton, and several other gentlemen were on board the
American Eagle at the time, aud narrowly escaped.

Last week the St. Francis Hotel, on the comer of Clay
and Dupont streets, wus destroyed by fire, and one unfor¬
tunate individual was consumed.
The Fund Commissioners of San Francieco were more

than prepared iu advance to meet the interest falling due
on the 1st of November instant on the bonds of the city.
The sum of $143,700 has been realized by the sale of the
city's interest in a small portion of the Government lie-
serve.
The Magnetic Telegraph is now completed and in con¬

stant operation between this city and Marysville, through
San Jose, Stockton, aud Sacramento. Other lines ure
also in the course of construction.
The lumber production of Oregon and California Is in¬

creasing at an enormous rate.
The work of building in San Francisco is carried on

without abatement. The improvement of Sacramento in
this rcspcct has also been wonderful. The streets of San
Francisco are undergoing thorough repnir, and the Sacra¬
mento levee has been placed in such a condition that a
future inundation is impossible.
The clipper ship Gazelle sailed for Hong Kong yester¬

day afternoon. She carried three hundred aud fifty re¬
turning Chinese in her between-decks. \N c understand
that a large number of these returning Celestials arc sent
home by their countrymen here, having been unsuccess¬
ful in the mines. Some of the passengers, however, are
Chinese who have accumulated a little money during their
residence amongst us, and think they can cujoy it better
iu the tlowery land than here. Under whatever circum¬
stances they return, it is pretty certain that the stories
they will tell of this great country will induce ten to come
here for every one who goes back.
A number of miners have returned from Australia, and

all agree that it does not equal California for the richness
of its placers, and is far inferior of the enjoyment of those
popular rights which aro dearer to the American than
gold. The emigration from here has ceased entirely.

It is said that several parties arc organizing in the in-
terior to visit the mines ou the head waters of the Amazon.

The Land Commission has been very active during the
fortnight, aud have decided fifteen cases. They have de¬
cided nineteen cases in all, of which ten, containing 99,'W0
acres, have boon confirmed, and nine, containing 201,000
acres, have been rejected. The rapid dispatch of busi¬
ness gives general satisfaction, and the majority ol the
people believe that the Board is governed in iu decisious
by sound law and just motives; though some of those
interested on each side, both settlers and Spanish grant
holders, have found fault with the decisions. The whole
State looks forward anxiously to sco the day when all the
land titles of California will bo permanently settled ; and
from that day the permanent prosperity of the State will
date. A principal cause of the emigration from our State
is the insecurity of the land titles.
Among tho items of news from the interior will be

found the usual number of casualties, murders, and other
outrages. A man has been huug by lynch law in El
Dorado county. A shooting affair took place between a

woman and a man in the same county, in which both
were wounded.the former receiving three balls, and the
latter (us is supposed) a fatal wound. In San Louis Obis¬
po the jail was entered by an infuriated mob, aud anothor
hardened criminal hung by them to the joist of the pris¬
on. A riot occurred in El Dorado county, in which some

thirty-five or forty men were engaged ; pistols, knives,
clubs, rocks, and other missiles were freely used, and one
of the parties was dangerously wounded. In Sacramento
n woman named Mary Lee w as murdered, through jeal¬
ously, by auothcr named Ida Brewer. In Tulumne
county a deperate fight took place between some Mexi¬
cans and Cbilenos, at a fandango hou«e, in which several
were wounded and one Chileno killed. In Calaveras
oounty a fight occurred between a Chileno and an Italian,
in which the former was killed. In Marysville a Mexi¬
can woman was killed by a Chilean woman. A nun was

bung In effigy in Sacramento for attempting a rape upon
a little girl. In a fracas between Boker and Delany, in
Auburn, one was shot through the arm, and the other
stabbed several times. Win. Bayley was killed at Mo-
quolumne Hill by the accidental discharge of his gun.
Several inquests have been held iu S in Francisco.

Naval..The sloop-of war Saratoga was at Shanghai
on the 26th of September last. The steamer Powhatan
was at Hong Kong on the 25th of August, the Missis¬
sippi at Macao September 1st, and two of the ships of
tho East India squadron (names not mentioned) were at
or near Canton, where they had been temporarily station¬
ed for the protection of American interests. The St.
Lawrence was at Panama November 15th, and the Ports¬
mouth was at the Sandwich Islands on the <th of Octo¬
ber jnst passed. All well on these vessels as far as known
at the Navy Department.
Commander Hrnbv Critic has resigned, and IIkxrv

K. Hot? has been promoted to be a Commander. Jas.
D. Bulloch to be a Lieutenant, vice Huff, promoted.
Mattkicf. Simons to lie a Master, vice Bulloch, promoted.
Jabm C. Rich to be a Captain, in the Marine Corps,

vice Hardy, deceased. E. McD. Kkt.voi.ds to be a First
Lieutenant, vice Rich, promoted..Star. *

We have just received from H. Visit, Agent for John
Tallis & Co., numbers pf their Shakspearc, Fiuden's
beauties of Moore, Atlas, &c., which we take pleasure in
recommending as specimens, both as to style and beauty
of engravings and letter press, superior to any thing we
have seen, and well worthy the attention of the public in
general. Office D street, comer of 9th.

An Incident in thk Abctio Ska«..Commander
M'Clure, in his despatches, relates tho following: "On
the 8th of July Sergeant Wood, of the murine-, while iu
pursuit of a wounded deer, unexpectedly met a couple of
musk bulls, which he s'lccceded in killing, evincing the
moet soldier-like coolness and intrepidity during tho en¬
tire transaction. Having expended his ammunition, as
one of the wounded and iufuriated moustors rushed to¬
wards him, he fired his worm, when at a fe>v yards, but
without much effect. As he continue I bis advance, evi¬

dently, however, weak from loss of I'ocd. till he hud
reached within six feet, when putting his head to tho
ground previous to his final rush, the Sergeant, as his
last resource, fired his iron ramrod, which, entering le-
hiud tho left shoulder, passed through tua h« irt aud out
at the right flank, dropping him deal at his Icet.

FROM THE ISTHMUS OF PANAMA.

We have Aspinwall papers to the 19th and F«n>
ma to the 17th ultimo.
The United State* frigate St. Lawrence, Cap*.

arrived at Tabago on tbe 13th ultimo, last froui Acapnia*.
The Panama Herald Mays;

<.' We have been informed that daring her visit ti
the Mexican authorities were called to acoount for
conduct to the captain of schooner B. L. Allen and ott
and that matters were satisfactorily arranged. The
Lawrence makes but a short stay here, and after U
in water will proceed to Valparaiso."

The Panama Stur of the 17th ultimo remarks:
"The Isthmus continues to be blessed with contiimaC

good health, both at Aspinwall and in this city. Tfcar
accounts from the former place for a length of time have
been most favorable, and in Panama a death is of rareav-
currence."

The Panama railroad will be opened to Gorgona at
the first of December, and to the river Obi*po on or abMfc
the first of January, making thirty-one miles in all
Aspinwull, tbe Ailautic terminus, and leaving eight
miles to construct in order to reach the Pacific, whichw9i
be done by the 1st of August next. A branch roadie
also under construction from the main line at the Obiape
to the Cruces road. The total expenditure required fee
finish the road is stated at $1,420,800. The iron for tte
whole road is on the ground.
The Cocos Islands exploring party had returned to Pe*-

nama without finding the treasuro of which they went
search.
The Panama Star netices the arrival there by tte-

steamer Santiago, from Valparaiso, of Prince TAtTi, «C
Wurtemburg, on his return from a scientific tour throv^k
Patagonia, the Straits of Magellan, and Chile.

FROM SOUTH AMERICA.

The Panama Star furnishes the following items oC
Peruvian and Bolivian intelligeneo:

Tho Brazilian Government have dispatched special
Ministers to Peru,. Bolivia, Ecuador, and New Grenada^,
for the purpose of effecting a treaty with these Govern¬
ments to monopolize the entire trade of the Amazon. Ik
is supposed that such a treaty cannot be effected. Pcav
his already entered into un arrangement to open thai
river and its tributaries to the United States. Ecumle^,
Bolivia, ana New Grenada also are friendly to the Unita6
States, and cannot consistently enter into such a trea^p
with Brazil.

Bolivia continues much iu the same state. No ear fca*
yet broken out with Peru, although both countries mm
still prepared for battle.

Quite an earthquake has been experienced in Mat
and Lima, which, however, passed away without <iouf£
damage, making quite a nervous feeling among tbe
pie. The procession to celebrate the day of tho'41'
mendous Earthquake," which happened a hundred aorii
seven years ago, that swallowed up old Callao,
come off on the 28th of October.
The Chilian Congress has passed a law for the free m&~

mission of vessels which bring emigrants to the colony «f
Valdivia.

SUPPOSED FLIBUSTIER EXPEDITION.

THOM THK ALTA CALIFORNIA OF OCTOBKtt 28.
It has already been announced that the parties vrte

some time since chartered the brig Arrow for a suppotMil
descent upon Sonora succeeded a few days since in get¬
ting away on tho Caroline. The real objects of the expe¬
dition are as little known to the public now as when the
affair of the Arrow was under consideration. The parties
themselves declare their purposes to be pcaoeable aad
lawful, while the public unite generally in the belief that
they go with revolutionary or ilibu9tiering intentions, al¬
though no legal evidenco has been adduced, nor prob&hfip
can be adduced, that the expedition is in violation of tke
laws of the United States. It is not to be doubted, ua
mere question of fact, that the acts of the parties alter
reaching their destination will be of such a character a*
to subject them to the severest penalties, if the jurisdic¬
tion of the United States could roach them. They go viiA
the avowed purpose of working the mines, but it will tny
likely appear, after they get there, that their object is the
subversion of the authority of the Central Government «f
Mexico, and the establishment of an independent Statai*
Sonora.

Their plan is to secure the co-eperation of as many na¬
tives aha loreigu residents as possible in an ostentsiikie
war against the Apaches, and then, by a couji de mato, te
declare Sonora free and independent, seize the propertyof all who oppose them, hold tieir persoils as prisoner* dt

[ war, elect civil officers, raise troops, negotiate treutwa^.and perform all other acts incident to a sovereign Powtt
Undoubtedly, tbe whole thing is very clearly arra&fieAtheoretically; but, like many other theories, It will fce
found at fault when put in practice. In the fir^t plaa«vthe party is too small to make even a resectable staastf
again&t the forces that Santa Anna will set.d'to rep.staethem, and the co-operation of the natives cannot be de¬
pended upon. Even if the whole State were favorable to
the revolt, which ia not the case by any mean.*, Santa Ame¬
lia will find far less difficulty in crushing the rcbelEiae
than he would in subduing a similar outbreak iu aay mT
the Sierra Madre States. There the insurgents could de¬
pend upon succor from Texas, Louisiana, and otber
Southern and Western States. In Sonora they can petaaassistance except from California, and there arc compar¬atively few men here willing to abandon their bu*i!«aa
for a wild enterprise promising nothing but danger, pti~vation, and unenviable notoriety.
The most probable result of the expedition (unless the

adventurers adhere to their avowed purpose, and go 4e
mining and shooting Apaches) will be their arrival aft
Guuymas, the killing of some of them, and the dispcroiaaof the remainder. In a few months they will be retax»>
ins 'n parties, as they can find means to get ovraj^
worn out, poor, and disgusted. That 8onora will at a d»p
not far distant be either an independent State or UaiM#
States Territory we have no doubt; but that day wiff aaft
be hastened by fillihusteriog or the incursioua of paztiaediscountenanced by our Government. W<j are advie
that other detachments are to follow the first in the cour
of a few days. They have a right to go if they choose w
can get away, and indeed owe it to those who have |
to keep their engagements; but wo advise others
have not joined the enterprise to keep aloof from it. BT
their object is to work mines, they can find better mil
and safer working at home; if they desire to aid a n
lution, they had better wait for a revolution that has I
tcr prospects of success.

Tug Bainsn Navt..The present naval foroe of Great
Britain consists of 645 ships of war, (either building, aa
ordinary, or in commission,) carrying from 10 to
guns each. Also, 118 ships doing harbor duty, ami S#
revenue vessels for the coast guard service. Of thb» anae-
bcr 180 are armed steamers, from 200 to 8O0 horse poaa-
er, (many of them propelled by the screw,) conntru«t«#
on the most approved prinoiples for active service.
A New Planet..Mr. Hind, tho English astronoimv

announces the discovery of a new planet in the couste&a*
tion Taurus, about two degrees south of the EcbpaiK.
The discovery was made on Tuesday, November 8» a*Y
h. 50 m. It is rather brighter than stars of the aiaA
magnitude. "This planet," gays Mr. Hind, "ia tt*
ninth that I have discovered sincc the commencement eff
a systematic search in 184f>, and raises tho number «d
that extraordinary group of worlds between Mara ¦*!
Jupiter to twenty-seven.

Council Burrs ix Asms..From a slip from the
of tbe "Bugle," published at Council Bluffs, Mis*

^

we gather the particulars of the late destructive fire hf
which so much of that young city was laid in ashea:
The post office was saved almost entire. The Bugle

press, and job type of both Bugle and Guardian e<ira%.
the paper and cards and printer's stock generally, to¬
gether with over half the type, were totally lost. Tfce
principal losers by the fire aro Messrs. Stutsman k. Me-
l)i,n«ld $10,000, Mason & Co. $5,000, Tootle & Jackaae
$15,000, 1». It. Pegram & Co. $10,000, J. C. Mite.Ml
$3,000, .1. B. Johnson $20,000, McLaughlin & Co. $2,0001
Robert Hawk $S,000, J. K. Cook, Bluff House, $2,001^
1*. Murphy $5,000. Not half tbe amonnt of goods aadE
merchandise in the burnt district was saved, The btrilt-
iligs were all of wood, and they burnt with great rapidity.This is a sad and severe loss to our yonng city and fast
settling country. Many of the buildings will bo replacedimmediately.

Suicide of a MuDiua..The Herkimer (N. Y.) Dema
crat contains an account of the suicide of Lewis A. £mot|in that town. He was a young man of twonty-one yeartof ttge, had been a believer in spiritual mediums, and waA
himself a medium. lis had been slightly derange* (fcf
some time before his death.


